Page 4 » Wednesday, February 13, 2013 


Walloons meet 
their families in 
the old country 


Twenty-six Walloon 
residents of Wisconsin 
recently spent a week in 
the land of their ances- 
tors in Wallonia in 
southern Belgium. 

They were received 
like kings from the fam- 
ilies of Destree, Co- 
nard, Denamur, Thiry, 
and others. 

At the Abbey of Flo- 


reffe, they enjoyed 
drinking beer and play- 
ing cards. 


After they arrived in 
Namur on Oct. 26, they 
were greeted at the 
Abis Hotel by family 
and friends. 

The next morning, 
they were invited to a 
reception at the Palace 
of Congress to be wel- 
comed to the area. 

Myra Mathu Tla- 
chac, hostess of the 
tour, explained the com- 
munication that began 
between the Belgians of 
the United States and 
the Namur Belgians 40 
years ago. Raymond Ri- 
gulle, Frederick Le- 
Leaux, and Luke Ar- 
nould spoke of the im- 


portance of this group 
coming 40 years later 
and still having a great 
relationship. 

On Oct. 27 dinner for 
the group was enjoyed 
recalling the day’s 
events. 

High Mass was cele- 
brated Oct. 28 at the Ca- 
thedral of St. Aubin in 
Namur with buglers 
and choral groups. St. 
Hubert’s Day, “the day 
of the hunter,” was cele- 
brated with the bishop 
blessing all the animals 
from the horses to the 
dogs and other pets. 

Following Mass, the 
group was treated to a 
tour of the Governor’s 
Mansion. 

Monday, the motor- 
coach took them to the 
local cemetery and vil- 
lages with lunch follow- 
ing at the home of Jules 
and Nicole Marchant. 

After packing their 
bags and concluding 
their visit to Namur, the 
group left for Paris for 
two days, Normandy for 
two days, before re- 
turning home on Nov. 3. 


Community Snapshots East 


Namur, were among 26 Walloon residents of Wisconsin who recently spent a week in the land of their ancestors in 
Wallonia in southern Belgium. Also pictured is Myra Mathu Tlachac, from the family of Louis Conard of Sugarbush. 
Tlachac, hostess of the tour. She said the communication began between the Belgians of the United States and the 
Namur Belgians 40 years ago. COURTESY L'AVENIOR NEWSPAPER 


